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" I gave him what details I could, and told him the
conclusions I had come to. We had a long chat. He
told me that the post-mortem had been fixed for three
o'clock the following afternoon, and asked me if I would
care to be present. I promised to come unless I had an
urgent call, and we left it at that. But when I got back
from my morning rounds just before two, I found a
message from Faversham saying that he had been com-
pelled to alter the time to twelve. When I saw him next
day at the inquest, he was very apologetic. He had
been summoned to a conference at the Home Office, and
had to fit in the post-mortem in the morning. I wasn't
sorry for I was very busy just then.
" Bu*, if I didn't see Faversham at work, I heard
him give his evidence. He understands the rdle of ex-
pert witness better than any man I ever met. Just
states the bare facts, and won't evrjn commit himself to
an opinion. The coroner had to drag the cause of death
out of him by main force. ' Let me put it this way, Sir
Alured, If a person dies from the effects of strychnine,
the poison can always be found in the body after death?'
* That is so/ ' You examined the body of the deceased?'
' I removed the organs which would have absorbed the
poison, and subjected them to analysis/ ' You carried
out tests in order to detect the presence of strychnine?'
' Yes/ * Did you find any trace of the poison, how-
ever slight?1 'No/ * Thank you, Sir Alured, I think
that settles the matter?' And, of course, it did/'
'* Leaving no room for doubt as to the cause of
HinchlinVs death/' remarked Dr. Priestley. " But that
event occurred a good many weeks ago now. Have you
seen either of the Venners since?"
*f I saw Ernest Venner about three weeks ago. You
know that he has been missing for some days, don't
you?"
" Faversham was talking about that when he was